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Getting Your Puppy Groomed for the
First Time
Puppies need proper care, grooming, and hygiene to stay as healthy and happy as possible.
While it might feel daunting to get your pup groomed for the first time, it doesn’t have to
be. If your furry friend is well socialised, they’re used to being handled, and you’ve chosen
a groomer carefully, they will be just fine.
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How soon can you get your puppy groomed?
It's recommended that you wait until your puppy has completed all of their puppy
vaccinations. But there’s plenty you can do at home to help make future grooming visits
easier, such as regularly handling your puppy. Keep in mind that the earlier you start
grooming your puppy, the easier it will be to get them used to the process.

 

How to prepare your puppy for grooming
Before taking your furry friend to a professional groomer, get them used to being touched
and handled at home by brushing their fur, cleaning their ears, and trimming their nails.
This will help them feel more comfortable when the time comes to visit the groomer. It's
also a good idea to take your puppy for a short visit to the grooming salon to help them get
used to the environment.

 

What does grooming entail?

Grooming involves washing your pup, cutting their fur, brushing them, trimming their nails,
and cleaning their ears. While these can all be done at home, a professional groomer will
help you develop a regular grooming routine and may be a better choice for breeds with
more complex grooming needs.

Nails

Your puppy's nails need to be inspected regularly to avoid them becoming too long and
causing discomfort. If they need to be clipped, this can be done with a nail clipper. It's
important to be careful not to cut the quick, which is the blood vessel in the nail, so only a
very small amount will need to be trimmed while they’re young.

Brushing

Brushing your puppy's fur helps to remove dirt and debris and keeps their coat shiny and
healthy and helps to prevent matting which can lead to skin irritation. Depending on your
puppy’s breed and the texture of their fur, how frequently they need to be brushed may
vary.

Ear cleaning

Regular ear cleaning helps prevent infections and inflammation and involves using a
specialised solution and a soft cloth to gently clean inside the ear. It's important to be
gentle when you clean your pup’s ears, as the ear canal is very delicate.

 

Choose your groomer carefully

When choosing a professional groomer for your puppy, it's important to do your research.



Look for a reputable groomer with positive reviews and ask for recommendations from
other dog owners. Don't be afraid to ask questions about their experience, training, and
handling procedures, as it’s essential they’re gentle and patient with your pup to make the
experience as comfortable as possible.

 

Socialising your puppy

Socialising your puppy is crucial for their development and wellbeing, and doing so will also
help them feel more comfortable and confident when it comes to going to the groomers.
Socialisation involves exposing your pup to different people, pets, and situations early on in
a positive way, so they feel relaxed when they encounter them later down the line. This can
include animals, children, sounds, and environments, but always do so safely and ensure
other animals are vaccinated. On top of surrounding them with people and dogs, you may
even want to get your pup used to certain sounds, such as a hair dryer, ahead of their first
appointment. Getting your puppy groomed for the first time can feel like a big step, but
with the right preparation and care, it can be a positive and comfortable experience for
both you and your pup. For more tips on how to keep your pup happy and healthy, check
out our blog.
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